
WAC 296-59-070  Illumination.  (1) Sufficient illumination re-
quired. All areas must be sufficiently illuminated in order that per-
sons in the area can safely perform their assigned duties. The recom-
mended levels of illumination specified in the safety and health core 
rules, WAC 296-800-210, must be followed. When areas are not specifi-
cally referred to in chapter 296-800 WAC and the adequacy of illumina-
tion for the area or task performed is questionable, a determination 
of the amount of illumination needed may be made by the division of 
industrial safety and health.

(2) Emergency or secondary lighting system required.
(a) There must be an emergency or secondary lighting system which 

can be actuated immediately upon failure of the normal power supply 
system. The emergency or secondary lighting system must provide illu-
mination in the following areas:

(i) Wherever it is necessary for workers to remain at their ma-
chine or station to shut down equipment in case of power failure;

(ii) At stairways and passageways or aisleways used by workers as 
an emergency exit in case of power failure;

(iii) In all plant first-aid and/or medical facilities;
(iv) In emergency power and control room, i.e., in emergency gen-

erator rooms unless arranged to start automatically in the event of 
power failure, or on ski lift motor drive rooms where it would be nec-
essary for employees to switch on the emergency drive system during 
night skiing.

(b) Emergency lighting facilities must be checked at least every 
thirty days for mechanical defects. Defective equipment must be given 
priority for repair schedule.

(3) Extension cord type lights. All extension cord type lights 
must be provided with proper guards.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 49.17.010, 49.17.040, 49.17.050, and 
49.17.060. WSR 17-16-132, § 296-59-070, filed 8/1/17, effective 
9/1/17. Statutory Authority: RCW 49.17.010, [49.17].040, and 
[49.17].050. WSR 01-11-038, § 296-59-070, filed 5/9/01, effective 
9/1/01. Statutory Authority: Chapter 49.17 RCW. WSR 88-14-108 (Order 
88-11), § 296-59-070, filed 7/6/88.]
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